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HRD Reaches Out to IITs

to Clear Doubts on ISEET

OUR POLITICALBUREAU
NEW DELHI

The human resource development
ministry is reaching out to the IITs
to smoothen misgivings about a
common entrance examination for
science andengineering.

The IITs at Kharagpur, Kanpur,
Delhi, Bombay, Guwahati and Ma-
dras have raised concerns about the
proposed examination reforms. The

ministry has made it clear it would

like the new system in place in 2013.

The meeting will be held on April
11. OOT directors, representatives of
the faculty federation and some oth-
er faculty members have been invit-
ed to attend the meeting. The delib-
erations of the meeting will be
discussed in the IIT Council meet to
beheldon April14.

The divergence with the govern-
ment is broadly about two issues —
the test comprising solely of objec-
tive type questions, and the use of a
weightage formula to consider the
class XI1 board performance.

The IITs would also like to retain
control over the eligibility test, the
government’s proposal gives CBSE
the mandate to conduct these tests.
The Senate, the highest decision
making body in the institute, of
some of these ITTs have made clear
their concern.

A senlior official said that the min-
istry was holding consultations tofi-
nalise the “nuts and bolts” of thede-

cision to put the Indian Science
Engineering  Eligibility  Test
(ISEET) in place. “None of the II'Ts
are questionting the need for reform
nor are they opposed to the fact that
the new system should be inplaceby
2013. There are three or four paths to
meet this objective and discussions
are on to determine which path to
take,” an official said.

The IITs argue that the new system
with higher weightage for class XII
board examinations is not practical.
The ministry’s proposal for a statis-
tical method for normalisation of
school board scores doesn’t have the
approval of these engineering
schools. The [ITs argue the method
suggested for factoring in Class-X11
score in selection would not help
these engineering schools admit the
best students were admitted. Its
theirargumentthatsincetheassess-
ment system varies among school
boards, it would be not be possible to
assess all students by the same scale
and weightage. '

Similarly the exclusive use of objec-
tivetypequestions inthe proposed test
has also not met with the ITTs approv-
al. The proposed common eligibility
test will consist of two parts. The first
will be an aptitude test, which will be
objective type testing the students’
abilities of comprehension, critical
thinking, and logical reasoning. The
second is an advance test based on the

students’ problem solving abilities for

basic science subjects.
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More girls to take IIT exams

N. ARUN KUMAR | DC
CHENNAI APRIL 3

The namber of giri students
who would take the T
joint entrance examination
in the Madras zone on Aprit
§ is suhstantially more this
year than in previous years
with 7,000 more opting for
the exam.

The total number of appli-
cations in the zone has
increased by 13,000,

A total of 508 lakh stu-

dents across the country
had applied for the exami-
nation this year, Prof. Ari-
ndma Singh, chairman of
the IIT-joint entrance ex-

amination organising com-

mittee (Madras zone), told
DC on Tuesday.

“This is much higher than
iast year when about 4.8
iakh students registered for
the examination,” he said,

Prof. Singh said that
78,000 students in Madras
vone had applied for the

examination on April 8 this
yeay. “This is an increase of
13,000 applications over last
year. This is mainly bec-

“ause of the Union human

resource development
(HRD) ministry’s initiative
to waive the cost of appiica-
tion forms for girls who
apply online, though boys
need to pay 71,800, he sald.

Students would compete
for nearly 10,000 seats
across the country in i5
Ts, Institute of Tech-

nology, Banaras Hindu Un-
iversity and Indain School
of Mines, Dhanbad.
Sources in IIT sald that
the largest poot of appiica-
tions has been from Kan-
pur, foilowed by Andhra Pr-
adesh from the Madras zo-
ne, There is a2 big upsurge
in demand for quality edu-
cation from students of mi-
iddle or tiertwo cities un-
like the past when most of
the students appiied were
from metro-centric areas,



Kirtika Suneja
New Delhi, April 4

ESPITE anoverarchingbodybe-
D ing proposed to menitor higher

education, there is an ongoing
tussle among the regulators with the
governmentstillunabletodecideupona
regulatory body for distance education.
Infact,a panelformed by the human re-
source development (HRD) ministry on
the matter suggests that the University
Grants Commission would handle the
task better than Indira Gandhi National
Open University (Ignou), which cur-
rently monitors distancelearning.

Though the HRD ministry had pro-
posedaNational Commission for High-
er Education and Research, which
wouldsubsumeallotherregulators, in
cludingIgnou, the AllIndia Council for
Technical Education (AICTE) and
Medical Council of India for distance
education, it is planning to take away
the regulatory powers from Ignou and
hand it over tothe UGC instead.

The committee constituted almost
two years agounder Centre for Develop-
ment Studies chairman NR Madhava
Menon to suggest measures for regulat-
ing distance education has said that the
UGC should be made responsible for
maintaining the standards in the open
and distancelearning (ODL)system,

The seven-member committee has
emphasised that the position of UGC,
vis-a-vis Ignou, as a regulator, is
stronger and more acceptable to the
whole university system, including the
open universities. At present, the Dis-
tance Education Councii (DEC) of the
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UGCmay regulate distance learmng

mHRD mlmstry panel believes UGC would be better than Ignou’s DEC for time being

MENON PANEL RECOMMENDATIONS

®The 7-member panel has emphasised that the position of UGC, vis-a-vis Ignou,
asaregutator, is stronger and more acceptable to the whole university system

mThereIs a problem of multiplicity as the DEC governs Ignou courses whereas
AICTE governs courses in technical streams & UGC regulates conventional courses
mTaking into account the irregularities in distance education, the pane) has also
recommended setting up an independent regulatory authority to be called DECI
mThe committee added that there is a moral dilemma before the DEC in acting as a
regulator of the distance learning system, regulating other open universities

university helps in regulating and
maintainingthe ODL system,

“We have submitted the report to the
ministryandtheideaistohaveaseparate
organisation to govern distance educa-
tion. Thiscanbedeneby creatingadiffer-
ent statute for distancelearning, Howev-
er; in the interim, we would suggest UGC
tomanage the ODL,” Menontold FE.

Moreover, there is a problem of mul-
tiplicity of regulators as the DEC gov-
ernsthecoursesoffered by Ignouwhere-
as the AICTE governs courses in

technical streams and the UGC regu-
lates other conventional courses.
Taking into account the irregulari-
ties in distance education in India, the
committee has also recommended set-
ting up an independent regulatoty au-
thority tobe called the Distance Educa-
tion Councii of India (DECI), as
reported by FEearlier Eventually,when
the National Commission for Higher
Education and Research Bill is passed,
DECI will get subsumed into the pro-
posed overarchingregulatoralong with
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other existing regulators like UGC,
AICTE and MCI amongothers,

In itsreport to the ministry, the com-
mittee said: “The committee is aware
that passing of the proposed DECI Bill
may take some time. Meanwhile, the ex-
isting ambiguity and uncertainty can-
notbeallowed toprevailand beexploited
by thefoul playersof the ODL system.”

It added that there is a moral dilem-
mabeforethe DECinactingasaregula-
tor of the ODL system regulating other
open universities. Also, the UGC re-
mained the regulator in respect of dis-
tanceeducation system before the com-
mencement and even after some years
of thecommencement of thelgnouAct.

Ignou is India’s largest open univer-
sity with4 million students in the coun-
try and 36 other countries through 21
schools of studies and a network of 67
regional centres, around 3,000 learner
supportceniresand67overseascentres.

“Keepingallthisin view,thecommit-
tee recommends that the government
should issue a policy direction or notifi-
cation to UGC for assuming the respen-
sibilities of maintaining standards in
ODLsystemand creatinga DECIlikein-
terim authority for the purpose. Need-
less to say that while doing so the UGC
and the interim authority will utilise
the framework and resources available
with the DEC working under Ignou,”
thereport noted.

Oncethesystemisinplace, the DECI
of UGC may start the recognition of -
ODL institutions as per the newly de-
veloped system and enforce norms and
standards laid by it in the recognised
institutions.
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ITT Raj caused failure

of Aakash I:Dtawind

Javed Anwer | Tnn

New Delhi: Six months after ministry of
human resources and development for-
mally launched Aakash tablet, barely a
few hundred units have reached the
hands of students. The manufacturing of
the device has been stopped and now the
ministry and Datawind, the manufactur-
er of the tablet, are focusing on Aakash 2,
anupgraded version of the tablet.

Datawind concedes Aakash tablet,
which is supposed to digitize the way stu-
dents study in India, has not been a suc-
cess in its first version. But it squarely
blames IIT Rajasthan, the nodal agency
overlooking the project, for thefiasco, say-
ing the concarns over the tablet’s quality
and functionality were overblown by the

institute in a bid to “favour other firms"”.

Datawind’s CEQ, Suneet Singh Tuli,
told TOI that after winning thebid toman-
ufacture Aakash tablet with a cost of
$49.98for each unit, the company had sup-
plied 10000 tablets to IIT Rajasthan. The
units were part of an initial order of
1,00,000 tablets. As soon as few hundred
tablets reached students as part of pilot
project, IIT Rajasthan started rejecting
Aakash tablet, allegedly after reports that
the device was failing during pilot testing
and did notmeet the quality criteriasetby
the institute.

Tuli, however, disagrees. “IIT Rajas-
than was simply trying to defame us by
saying that we could not meet the quality
required by it,” he says. “When we were
awarded the contract, there was only a
specification sheet. But when we started
supplying the tablets, IIT Rajasthan start-
edrejecting the tablet based onbiased and
unscientific testing methodology. ”

“IIT Rajasthan put up roadblocks. It
jeopardized the whole project. I can say
the dirty tricks by the institute put us
around six months behind on the pro-
ject... they did it because they were fa-
vouring other firms... Even now, the in-
stitute is trying to sabotage the project,”
headds.

There are reports that IIT Rajasthan
has been issued a showcause notice by

MHRD last month over the Aakash fail-
ure. The notice asks institute to explain
why it did not set up a tablet testing facili-
ty and procedure in time and why itfailed
to resolve its dispute with Datawind. Inci-
dentally, the institute also worked with
Wishtel, a company that launched low-
cost tablet called Ira last week. TOI tried
contacting Prem K Kalra, director of IIT

Rajasthan, over the email and phone but *

he wasn’tavailable.

Datawind says that after the fiasco, it
had totakeback the tablets supplied toIIT
Rajasthan. “We have not been paid for a
single one of them. But mission is more
important to us... we believe in Aakash
project,” says Tuli.

The company is now working on Aa-
kash 2, an updated version of the original
tablet. It will have a capacitive screen in-
stead of resistive and hence support mul-
ti-touch. It will also have a better proces-
sor—based on Cortex A8.

“We are working with II'T Mumbaifor
Aakash 2 and will start supplying the tab-
let to government this month. Our origi-
nal order for 1,00,000 unitshasbeen trans.
ferredfor Aakash2now. After the orderof
1,00,000 units is met, MHRD will invite
bids for more tablets. We will bid again,”
says Tuli. Kapil Sibal, minister of human
resources and development, said that Aa-
kash 2 will be available in May Datawind
also sells a commercial version of Aa-
kash tablet called Ubislate. Tuli claims
the firm has received over 3 million pre-
bookings for Ubislate.
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= Union minister Jyotiraditya Scin

dia flanked by GD Birla Award winners Professor Subhasis
Chaudhuri (left) and Professor Tapas Kumar Kundu, at Birla House.

ARVIND YADAY /HT

‘Research must be in tune with India’s needls”

NEW DELHI: Underlining the
huge promise of Indian sci-
entific research, Tapas Kumar
Kundu and Subhasis
Chaudhuri — the winners of
GD Birla Awards for 2011 and
2010 respectively — have said
the position of Indian research
is “up there”.

“In the last 7-10 years, plen-
ty of Indian research institu-
tions have come up, but there
should be more, The research
standards in India are not so
far from those in US, UK or

China,” said Kundu, adding
Indian research should be
tuned with the country’s needs.

Kundu is a scientist with the
Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for
Advanced Scientific Research,
Bangalore. .

“India has already entered
the phase of consolidation, We
are a very young nation but
in some time we will be up
there with the best,” said Prof
Subhasis Chaudhuri, a scien-
tist at ITT, Bombay.

Kundu and Chaudhuri were

speaking at the GD Birla
Awards function. Minister of
state for commerce and indus-
try Jyotiraditya Scindia gave
away the awards.

Instituted in 1981 by the KK
Birla Foundation, the GD Birla
Award is given for high cali-
bre research undertaken by
Indian scientists, who are liv-
ing and working in India and
are below 50.

The award carries an
amount of L5 lakh.

HTC, NEW DELHI
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